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PRESIDENT’S CORNER- PASTOR DAVE BLEVINS 


As you should know by now, our Conference theme this year is ‘Heroes of Faith” from Hebrews 
chapter 11. Unfortunately, time will not permit us to examine all of the “Heroes” listed in that 
chapter, including the first one mentioned: Abel. To find his account, read Hebrews 11:1-4, and 
compare Genesis 4:1-8. As you look at Abel, you observe that it was his faith which enabled him to 
approach God and to worship Him acceptably. Worship is the highest function of the human soul, 
and only as we are able to worship can we effectively walk with and work for God. How can we 
approach God and be accepted by Him? There are really only two ways: the true way and the 
false way. These two ways of approaching God are represented by Cain and Abel and the 
offerings that each one brought to the Lord. Cain was rejected because his offering was not 
acceptable to God. Abel was accepted because his offering was acceptable to God. All of us 
are either like Abel or Cain. Picture these two men, Cain and Abel. Before they could come into 
the presence of God they must bring an offering, because they were sinners. How do we know 
they were sinners? Romans 5:12 tells us. So both men built an altar, and Cain brought his offering 
“the fruits of the soil” and Abel brought his offering from “fat portions from some of the firstborn of 
his flock” a sacrificial lamb. Cain's offering was far more attractive than Abel's, but Abel’s offering 
was what God wanted, because He had evidently revealed His way of salvation to his parents; 
Adam and Eve. We learn this from Genesis 3:15, and from Genesis 3:21. Before the skins could be 
provided for a covering for Adam and Eve, an animal had to be killed and blood had to be shed. 
So, while Cain placed upon the altar the fruits of his own labor, grain and vegetables, which he 
had raised by his own efforts; Abel, his brother, took a perfect lamb, killed it, boured the blood at 
the side of the altar and placed the lamb upon the altar. Abel’s offering anticipated the coming 
of the Lamb of God, and His sacrifice on Calvary. There is no hint that Cain made any 
acknowledgment of sin; but Abel’s sacrifice and offering spoke not only of man’s sin, but also of 
God's remedy for sin (see Hebrews 9:22; Isaiah 53:5-6; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:24; and 1 John 
1:7). In Hebrews 11:4 we read that Abel, by his faith, “still soeaks even though he is dead”. This 
means that Abel continues to proclaim from age to age that there is only one way for a guilty 
sinner to be saved; there is only one acceptable way for a man to approach a holy God, and that 
way is through faith in the precious blood of Jesus Christ. 


Holiday Inn Cincinnati Airport 


Important Conference Reservation Information Reservations: 888-294-5067 
Deadline to receive Group rate: June 5, 2018 
Group Name: Conservative Grace Brethren Churches International 
Group Code: CGB 
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NEWS FROM CONFERENCE CHURCHES 


Telford GBC, TN-Pastor Dave Blevins 


January] 4-16, we had Mike Wingfield with us for a Prophecy Conference. As you would expect, we 
advertised these meetings on the sign in front of our building. We received a call from a lady who had 
noticed the sign and wondered if these meetings were for everyone, to which we replied, “absolutely.” 
The lady’s name was Dianna, and she and her husband, Ed, both came to all of the meetings with 
Pastor Wingfield. They had been looking for a church home for some time, but never found a church 
where they were being fed or felt like they belonged. We are praising the Lord for bringing this 
wonderful couple our way, and are thrilled that they were both baptized and joined our church family 
on Sunday, February 181, 


Calvary GBC, Alto, MI-Pastor Bryan Maley 


The Calvary GBC invites you to the CGBCI Ordination Ceremony for Pastor Bryan Maley. It will be held at the 
Calvary GBC in Alto, MI, on May 5, 2018 at 2:00 in the afternoon. Please RSVP to Calvarygbc@ymail.com. 


Cornerstone GBC, Mansfield, OH-Pastors Philip Moeller and Les Vnasdale 


This year, the annual Music Festival will be held at Cornerstone GBC, 1905 N. Lexington-Springmill Rd. on 
April 29th at 6:00 PM. Come join us as we will worship the Lord by enjoying an evening of worship. The 
program will include choirs from several Ohio churches, small group numbers, and some congregational 
singing. The Festival will conclude with a combined choir from all the participating churches. 


Orrville GBC, OH-Pastors Ike Graham, Del Miller, and Joshua Steiner 


Our Sister-in-Christ, Grace Steiner, will be going to Papua New Guinea this summer to assist the Noyes 
family. The purpose for this trip is outlined below. 


In keeping with the endorsed written plan of the Noyes family, the Orrville Grace Brethren Church is 
sending a faithful, overseas-tested member to assist the Noyes this summer. This would be step one in a 
plan to also have her spend a year helping them in the future. If this summer goes well, then the one- 
year plan would be forthcoming. 


Purpose: 


e To give Grace an opportunity to get to know PNG and the Noyes family up close and personal 
as she considers moving into the tribe with them in 2020 for about a year to help nanny and 
homeschool the children. This will enable Sara to learn the tribal language. 

e To provide practical help to the Noyes family as they currently minister in PNG. 


Objectives: 
1. Expose Grace to the general PNG culture including gender inequality, security risks, different 
foods, unpredictability of living in a third world country, etc. 
2. Allow the Noyes family and Grace to work together for the short term to see how well all work 
together. 


Volume 25 Number 8 www.cgbci.org APRIL 2018 


3. Travel with Grace to a bush location to allow her to see and experience, on a very small scale, 
what living in the bush could be like. 

4. Have Grace be a practical help to Sara and the family now, especially when Craig needs to 
travel in PNG. 


Time Table — May 28 — July 25, 2018; approximately. 


The overriding goal is to glorify God in each aspect of this plan with emphasis on equipping the church 
planters to be the best they can be in order to effectively plant a Grace Brethren Church. 


NEWS FROM HOME MISSIONS PANEL 


“Jesus continued going around to all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching 
the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the 
crowds, he felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and dejected, like sheep without a 
shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is dobundant, but the workers are few. Therefore, 
pray to the Lord of the harvest to send workers into His harvest.” 

- Matthew 9:35-38 


Dear Friends — 


Based on this text, what do you think America has in commen with 1st century Israel? What do 
Cameroon, Uganda, Kenya, India, Myanmar, and Papua New Guineg have in common with Israel? 


If you answered that there are many unsaved people who are distressed and dejected and who need 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, you are correct! Continuing the analogy, if Jesus were looking at America, or 
one of the other countries listed, what would be His advice? Before answering, think about this: Is the 
harvest any less abundant today? Is the need any less? What, then, would Jesus say? 


| believe He would admonish us in the same way as He did the disciples. Pray that the Lord of the 
harvest would raise up workers to go into His harvest. It’s interesting that Jesus didn’t tell His disciples, 
“Go: minister to them and witness to them and be their shepherd(s).” No, He understood that the task 
was greater than what the 12 could accomplish on their own. They needed help; they needed 
capable men to stand with them, to bear the burden of ministry, another generation who would carry 
the baton, to accomplish a task that would result in God’s glory, for it is truly God’s harvest. 


Are you praying for God to raise up workers to go out into the harvest? If not, you should be! If you are, 
maybe you should consider redoubling our efforts. It has been 10 years since a successful church plant 
has been done by the CGBCI in America (Lamoille Valley was the last). Brothers and sisters, this is to our 
shame! Though there are several factors that have contributed to why we haven't planted a church — 
one might stand above all others: we don’t have workers who are willing and capable to go out into 
the harvest! 


The Home Mission Panel wants to help local churches plant new churches; will you commit to pray with 
us for God to raise up men for undertaking this difficult, yet necessary, task? 


Jonathan Edwards, on behalf of the HMP 
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NEWS FROM NATIONAL EVANGELISM TEAM 


The NET '18 ministry is coming. The dates are August 6-21, 2018 and will include training at the 
North Buffalo GBC and outreach at Lamoille Valley Grace Brethren Church in Morrisville, VT and the 
GBC of Irasburg, VT. Below are listed the team members with the name of their home church as 
well. 


Please be praying for the team. If you would like to adopt a team member, please contact Pastor 
Del Miller at Orrville Grace Brethren Church. At this point 7 (*) team members have been officially 
requested. 


Camden Maley was 7 years old when NET went to South Whitley in 2009 to reach out into that 
community. Already at that age, he went along with door-to-door visitation groups during the 
outreach in the town of South Whitley. | remember thinking that it would be a long time before any 
of the Maley kids would be old enough to help with NET. Now Camden is coming for NET 18 and 
his brother was with us 2 years ago for NET 16 in Mount Vernon, OH. It is a forceful reminder that 
time marches right along. 


That year, 2009, at South Whitley, was Benjamin Miller's first to serve on NET. He has been part of 
every one since. This year is his 10 NET trio. The blend of veterans and newcomers has been one 
of the reasons NET has had such a positive impact on those involved. Both the leaders and 
followers have been stretched. 


Please be praying for those we will contact in Vermont and along the way. Thanks for your interest 
and prayers! 


Pastor Del & Grace Miller NET 18 leaders 
Orrville GBC: 330.683.3526, pastordelmiller@gmail.com 


GUYS: GIRLS: 

Pastor Philip Moeller *(Cornerstone GBC) Patience Bolling* (Grace Brethren Chapel) 
Benjamin Miller (Albany GBC) Christina Elliott* (Cornerstone GBC) 
Gabriel Miller* (Albany GBC) Hannah Hodgdon (Orrville GBC) 
Johnathan Steiner (Orrville GBC) Abby Pearson (Peru GBC) 

Nicholas Kelly (North Bend COB) Rachel Steiner (Orrville GBC) 

Joel Kuhns* (Orrville GBC) Amy Vanderpool* (Lakeland GBC) 


lan McAllister (Trinity GBC Columbus, OH) 
Simon McAllister (Trinity GBC Columbus, OH) 
Camden Maley* (Calvary GBC) 


COUPLES: 
Del and Grace Miller 


Josh and Autumn Miller 
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NEWS AND UPDATES FROM BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN THE 
FELLOWSHIP 


Prophecy Today Ministries, Pastor Mike Wingfield- 


Mike Wingfield will be leading a unique 9-day tour to Israel this October 29-November 6. This tour will 
include Biblical sites from Dan to Beersheba. Part of a day will be spent on the Golan Heights as we 
learn more about the developments in northern Israel. Special places on this tour will include: Mount 
Tabor, a Jewish settlement on the "West Bank;" the massive mountain built by King Herod the Great (the 
Herodian), and a visit to the remains of Abraham's desert city and well at Beersheba. If you have been 
to Israel previously, this tour will introduce you to many new Biblical sites. It will also be a great tour for 
those who have never been to Israel before. The all-inclusive cost is $3,999 from New York. (This covers 
everything but lunch in Israel.) A $100 discount is available for those who register before May 31st. Due 
to the large number of tourists coming to Israel, our space for this tour is limited. Please register early to 
guarantee your place on this tour. 


Ankenytown GBC, OH-Pastor Gary Kochheiser- 


The Sixth Brethren World Assembly is coming up August 9-12 in Winona Lake, Indiana. The theme for this 
year's assembly is “Crossroads: Brethren Identity and Cultural Intersections.” All of the various Brethren groups 
are represented at this assembly. For a brochure or further information please contact Pastor Gary 
Kochheiser (garykochheiser@hotmail.com). 


Family of Mrs. Alberta Sarver 


Mr. Darrel Hawbaker shares that Mom Sarver went home to be with the LORD Thursday 3-21-18. She was 
the widow of Pastor Russell Sarver, founding and long-time pastor of Grace Brethren Bible Church in 
Hastings MI. 


Special request from Family of George Christie 


At the end of March, George was moved to a nursing home. The family felt it was not safe for him to be 
at home without 24 hour help. Phyllis says he is taking the move well even though she is not able to visit 
with him daily. Phyllis is doing well recovering from her double hernia surgery. 


George enjoys “Mail Call” so take a minute to drop him a card or letter. 


Send mail to their home address. 
Pastor George Christie 

1401 S. 7th Avenue 

Yakima, WA 98902 


The “Voice Newsletter” is the Communication tool of the Conservative Grace Brethren Churches 
International; EDITED by Pastors Ike Graham and Les Vnasdale. News or mailing updates should be sent 
to Tara Bradley at stbradley84@comcast.net, or to 535 S Broadway, Peru, IN, 46970 by the 20!) of the 
month. 


